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Who we are
The Nurture Group Network (NGN) 
is a charity aiming to break cycles of 
low achievement by ensuring that an 
unequal start in life does not mean 
an unequal chance to engage with 
learning. NGN works to promote the 
use of nurturing principles in education, 
ensuring that every disadvantaged 
or disengaged child has access to a 
nurturing intervention, allowing them 
to develop the skills and resilience they 
need to make the most of learning  
and school. 

If you are unfamiliar with  
nurture, take a look at our website 
www.nurturegroups.org to see  
what teachers, parents and pupils  
big and small have to say about it.  
See quotes straight from the heart 
of those who have benefitted from 
nurture and understand how it  
could help you and your pupils. 

What we do
EARLY INTERVENTION  
We help thousands of nurture groups 
and nurturing schools across the United 
Kingdom to develop children’s and 
young people’s social and emotional 
skills, build resilience and help form 
healthy attachments to schools. 

TRAINING & CONSULTANCY  
We deliver training and consultancy 
support to teachers and schools applying 
nurturing principles across their work. 

AWARENESS  
We organise conferences and 
campaigns to raise awareness about 
the importance of nurture, motivating 
practitioners and policy makers to apply 
nurturing principles. 

IMPACT & EVIDENCE 
We gather, analyse and use evidence 
to evaluate and improve the nurturing 
approach. 

The Nurture Group Network exists to promote the development of nurture 
groups and to ensure the continuing quality of their delivery through 
accredited training programmes, research on effective practice, relevant 
publications and information exchange. Its aim is to make the nurture 
group approach available to all pupils who need it and also to ensure that 
the connections between learning and early development are understood 
throughout education.

The Nurture Group Network, in partnership with:



Welcome to Oxford’s 
first NGN Mini Meet! MINIMEET
In these smaller, more intimate events, we will explore topics  
in depth, discuss real life case studies that practitioners are experiencing, and do 
our best to provide answers to questions or issues you are experiencing in your 
setting. In addition to this, we will keep you up to date on current research, keep 
you informed on what NGN is doing on the ground and we will help you to sharpen 
up your skills with hands on activities that you can take straight back into your 
setting. Delegates will meet and make connections with like-minded practitioners, 
share their experiences and form connections that you can maintain all year round. 
Join us for what promises to be a truly nurturing day. 

Who should attend? 
This mini meet is open to nurture staff, education staff, health staff, social workers, 
foster or kinship carers, police, policy makers, family support workers, early years, 
primary and secondary practitioners who wish to learn more about nurturing 
approaches or refresh their existing knowledge.

Levels of nurturing practice
Bev Selway - NGN consultant

Bev has been working in education for more than 35 years. Prior to becoming an 
NGN consultant, Bev worked in Merton as part of the behaviour support team. 
She also acts as a regional co-ordinator for NGN. In this session, Bev will explore 
the different levels that schools can embed a nurturing ethos. Using the nurture 
pyramid as a base for implementing nurture in different ways, Bev will offer 
anecdotes and examples from MBQMA and NNSP awarded schools as to how they 
have used the nurture approach in their creative practice. Bev will give examples 
of activities schools are using to support wellbeing for nurture rooms, classrooms 
and even on a whole school level.



Jo Hatfield

Developing nurturing schools in Oxfordshire
The Oxfordshire School Inclusion Team offer support
to primary, secondary and special schools across
Oxfordshire and beyond. The team specialise in all
aspects of educational inclusion with a specific focus
on improving educational outcomes for learners 
vulnerable to underachievement. OXSIT have supported 
many schools to improve their results (and OFSTED 
grading) through developing whole school inclusive 
approaches.  OXSIT will share strategies they have 
developed with schools to support them to reduce 
exclusion and improve provision for learners with social 
emotional and mental health needs. OXSIT are passionate 
about finding the right solutions for different schools to 
improve provision for learners  vulnerable to 
underachievement. We are excited to be part of the first 
Nurture Group Network Mini Meet in Oxfordshire.

Dr. Ruth Seymour & Stephanie Davies
The emotional impact of working alongside children and young people: developing 
reflective practices in schools
The Mulberry Bush is a not-for-profit charity consisting of The Mulberry Bush School, a non-maintained 
residential special school with a three-year programme working with vulnerable and severely traumatised 
primary aged children and their families from across England and Wales; The Mulberry Bush Outreach, our 
outreach and training department; and The International Centre for Therapeutic Care. All work throughout 
The Mulberry Bush draws upon the core principles of understanding behaviour as communication, 
reflective practice and collaborative working. Mulberry Bush Outreach works in a variety of ways including 
training, consultancy and practice development with the aim to share and develop these practices within 
schools and organisations in order to strengthen their culture and enable the effective support of 
vulnerable children and families.

This workshop offers delegates the opportunity to consider the emotional impact of working alongside 
children and young people, particularly those that present behaviours we find challenging, and who may 
have additional attachment needs. There will be an opportunity to experience a taster of a model of 
reflective practice which will enable delegates to broaden and deepen their thinking about the behavioural 
communication and attachment needs of a child/young person they are working with.  There will also be a 
consideration of ways in which to develop reflective practice within delegates own settings.

Speakers
Ali Avery

Engagement, expression and safe 
expectations: an introduction to Art 
Room practice
The Art Room is a national charity based in Oxford. 
Working from Art Room hubs embedded within 
primary and secondary schools, we use art as therapy 
to help children who are facing social and emotional 
challenges in their lives. In our specially designed 
studios, we offer structured creative sessions to small 
groups of children and young people. The combination 
of nurturing group work and the process of art making 
enables them to grow a sense of their own worth and 
capability, as well as supporting positive relationships 
with adults, peers and with the process of learning. We 
have three hubs in Oxfordshire where children can be 
referred. We also offer training to schools on key 
aspects of our practice. This workshop will provide an 
introduction to our practice, as well as some 
transferable elements for Nurture Group or classroom 
settings.

Lim
ited places – book early

!



Booking form
Places are limited to 40 people, early booking is highly recommended. 
All booking forms should be sent to Gillian Fewins, Nurture Group Network, 18A Victoria Park 
Square, Bethnal Green, London E2 9PB  T: 020 3475 8980  E: conferences@nurturegroups.org

Closing date Friday 24 November 2017

Candytuft Way, Harwell,
Didcot, OX11 6FF

Price: 75+VAT

A Nurture Group Network conference
Nurture Groups – working together to improve  
the lives of children, young people and their 
families     
Tuesday 28 November 2017

Cheque made payable to: The Nurture Group Network Limited 
18A Victoria Park Square, Bethnal Green, London E2 9PB £

Address for invoicing

Tel Email

Purchase order number

Name of delegate/s  Please print

School/organisation

Telephone/email of delegate

1 2

Special requirements
(please give any special requirements including dietary)

www.nurturegroups.org

Are you a member?: Yes No Membership no.

Aureus School 

To book, or pay via card, please call our London office



Mini meet programme
Arrival/registration

Bev Selway - Levels of nurturing practice

Break

Lunch

09:00 – 09:30

09:30 – 11:00

11:00 – 11:30

11:30 – 12:30

12:30 – 13:30

13:30 – 14:30 

14:30 – 15:30

/nurturegroups @nurturegroups A charity registered in England and Wales 1115972 and in Scotland SC042703

15:30 Conference close

The venue
Location
Aureus School, Candytuft Way, Harwell, Didcot, OX11 
6FF

Directions
For directions to the school, please click here to 

visit the website. 

By train
Aureus school is located just ten minutes from Didcot 
Parkway train station, with excellent links to Oxford city 
centre and beyond. 

Cancellation policy 
Prior to 5pm 60 days before event: Full 
refund excluding 10% administration fee 
5pm 59 days prior to the event: 50% 
refund
After 5pm 30 days prior to the event: No 
refund

Jo Hatfield - Supporting Oxfordshire schools

Ali Avery - The Art Room, Oxford

Dr. Ruth Seymoure & Stephanie Davies - Mulberry Bush Outreach

http://www.aureusschool.org/6/our-contact-details
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